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plete when they are fed indiscriminately by a machine;
because every staple which lies across the feed-rollers
will be caught very near its middle by the points of the
licker.

The main lesson to be learned from the experiment
is very clear. Fibres will be found in nearly equal
numbers in a carded sliver, point and root first, no
matter how they may have been arranged on the
feed-sheet.

The lessons from the numbers of broken and looped
fibres are not quite so
decisive; but two points
may safely be inferred
from the averages in
Table VI., where the
results of A9 B, and C
are taken together. As
there are more broken
fibres in the finished sliver
than in the wool from the
workers, and a few more
from the second worker
than from the first, it
seems that most of the breakages occur between the
doffers and the swifts, and many more between the
second swift and doffer, than at the first.

The number of looped fibres is more plainly attri-
butable to the doffers, and bears out the statement made
in reference to hand cards that, though the wool may
be perfectly straight whilst on the card, the act of
removing it again rumples and curls it. If a card be
stopped when it is full of wool it will be seen that the
great speed of the swift lashes the wool from the fourth
licker deep and nearly straight into the wire of the
swift, so that each worker can only deal with a small
portion of what is travelling forward on the swift.
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